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To the RE A DE R, Ge 


OE ER trifling and impertinent this 
. ſmall Treatiſe may appear at firſt View, 

yet T hope, the Entertainment, in the Teruſal of 
it, will ſufficiently compenſate for its Bulk. Nor 
is that Pleaſure below the Notice of the moſt 
reaſonable Man, to which Innocence and Profit 
are at the ſame Time conjoind. Ss 
It may perhaps, be thought ſomewhat range, 
that I know not whether to call this enſuing 


Dream my own Performance, or a Translation: 


In the general Scheme; and in many Particulars, 
1 have followed the Guidance of Cyrano de 
Bergerac, a French Writer, whom my Lord 
Orrery mentions, and gives his Opinion of, in 
his * Remarks on the Life and Writings of Dr. 
Swift, I have taken care to avoid a ſervile copy= 
ing him, but have admitted, what Part of bim 
appeared 10 me really entertaining, and expunged 
what was inſignificant; and when an Oppurtu. 
nity offered for a ſuitable Reflection, I have not 
refuſed it. Whether I have ſucceeded. in 106 
Defign to make it a perfect Piece, by 2 
what I thought neceſſary for that End, I leave _ 

to the candid Reader to judge, However, Iam 


* Letter XI, 
ſure 


( iv; ) 
ure, no one can blame me for referring him to 
ſuch Authors, as have eſpecially treated of the 
Chara#ters here met withal, for the clearing up 


ſuch Difficulties as the forgetting a ſingle Cir- 


cumſtance of their Hiſtory is likely to occaſion ; 
and alſo to ſtir up young People, by a ſimple Re- 
ference, to turn to ſuch Heathen Fables, as tend 
greatly to facilitate the Way to Claſſical Know- 


lege. | 


What will be the Fate of this Book I know 


not s This I know, that it is the Quality of Sa- 
tyr, to fluſh thoſe, that think themſelves pointed 


at. I any ſuarl, at what is herein contained, 
and thus betray themſelves, I cannot anſwer for 
that; it is only the gall d Horſe that winces, 
and if they have any Reaſon, from Actions beſt 
known to themſelves, to take to themſelves the 
Blame of Hl. doing, let them look to their own 
Self-condemnation. 5 

In regard to my own Judgment on what I 
have done, let it 1 ice, that no Man is a com- 


petent Fudge of bis own Performance (if this 


may be reckoned mine) eſpecially in what concerns 


other Perſons. | 
I have one Favour to requeſt of the courteous 


Reader, that be would not be too rigid and exact 


in paſſing his Tudgment, ſince, it is to his Cen- 


ure, and through no Preſumption of my own 
"7 Abilities, that I ſubmit the Deciſion of the good 


pr hed Fate of my Undertaking. © 
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HE Viſion of Quevedo, which. we Yeſterday read 
together for our Entertainment, left ſuch'a deep Im- 
preſſion upon my Mind, of what we thought we ſaw 
there; and fo affected me, that laſt Night, I dreamt, 
| I wasdeſcended to the Shades below: Bur that Hell 
to me to be quite different from our modern Notions of it. 
The agreeable Variety I ſaw there, at my firſt Entrance, ſoon dif- 
pelbd all frightful gloomy Thoughts, that I believed 1 was in the 
the Cyſtan Fields: But it was not long e re I found out my Error, 
when I came to a wide diſmal Cave, that leads by a deep Deſcent to 
2 horrid Grove; and the poiſonous Lake of Auermus, which * 
by the W ht nen * nE& 5417 


0 Deep was the Cave, a 42 e webe, 2 
From the wide Mouth, a rocky rough Deſ cent: 
And here th'Acceſs a gloomy Grove defends; "of ENF 
And there th'unnavigable Lake extends; 
(a) Virgil. D. 6. 

B Oer 


8 20 
O'er whoſe unhappy Waters, void of Light, 
No Bird prefuthies to ſteer his airy Flight; 
Such deadly Stenches from the Depth ariſe ; 
And ſteeming Sulphur, which infects the Skies: 
Hence do the Grecian Bards their Legends make, 
And give the Name Avernus to the Lake. 


Here I'faw all the hideous Monſters, which ths ſame Poet goes 
on to deſcribe, 


(6) Juſt in the Gate, and in the Jaws of Hell, 
Revengeful Cares, and ſullen Sorrows dwell ; 

And pale Diſeaſes, and repining Age, 
Want, Fear, and Famine's unreſiſted Rage: 

Here Toils and Death, and Death's Half Brother, Sleep, 
(Forms terrible to view) their Centry keep. 

With anxious Pleaſures of a guilty Mind, 

Deep Frauds before, and open Force behind ; 

The Furies-Iron Beds, and Strife, that ſhakes 

Her hiſſing wee and ſoles her Snakes. 


There I 6w the River Lethe; whoſe Waters have the Quality 
to make all Men forgetful, that drink-of them; a very uſeful Wa- 
ter this would be to the preſent Age, and preferable to all Coſmetics, 
if we could procure ſome of it to make us forget our Fooleries, which 
lead us frequently out of the Paths of Virtue. Then I came to the 
burning Phlegeton, the joyleſs Acheron, the groaning Cocytus, where 
(c) Tantylus perpetually thirſts, though the Water runs cloſe by his 
Lips; and (4) Styx, that Lake of Hatred and perpetual Miſery, It was 
with no ſmall Fear I ſtole by the three headed (e) Cerberus, and tremb- 
Jod every Limb of me at ſeeing the Gorgons, the (F) Harpies, and 
the Fates. I heard [xion groan upon his Wheel, and faw unhappy 


(g) Zytius prey d upon by a ravenous Vulture, the gigantic Titans, 
and in ſnort I ſaw whatever is amply deſcribed in the Heathen My- 


- thology. Having gone a little further, my drooping Spirits began 

to cheer up, for I meta great many Perſons in Grecian and Roman 

(b) 1d, (e) Hom. Odyſs. 11. (d) Heſſod. in Theo. (e) ig. 
Zin, 6, () Id, An. 3. C) Fig. An. 6. 
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Drefles : Indeed I muſt acknowledge, that though I think myſelf ! not a 
little verſed in the Languages and Cuſtoms of the Antients, yet 1 


ſhould not have known theſe by their Habit, if I had nor heard” © 


them, ſpeak ſomething like Greek and Latin, which I underſtood 


| with no ſmall Difficulty, both as to their Words and Pronun- 


ciation, as it they had been Languages, which our Latin and Greet 
may be ſaid to be borrowed from, for there is ſome Affinity to a nice 
Obſerver. Which two Circumſtances of Dreſs and Language incline 
me to thiak, that our learned Critics, with all their Self. conceitedneſs 
are greatly miſtaken in their undeniable and wnanſwerable Affirmations; 


and it were much to be wiſhed that themſelves and all other Wit⸗ 


neſſes to their Quibbles, would drink as much Water of a fore- men- 

tion'd River, as would quality them to forget the numberleſs In- 
vectives and Altercations, that they have thrown out and made, 

which Learning has been ſullied with by Paper Wars on ſuch trifling 

Affairs: Eſpecially fince the Profeſſion of theſe Critics is commonly 
too reverend and exalted, to concern itſelf with the Womaniſh Ar- 
ticle of Dreſs; nor, when they have determined it, which yet it is 
in vain to attempt, will ir ever anfwer the Time ſpent, or Trouble 
and Pains they have beer at, to ſearch all the Taylors Houſes of An- 
tiquity; nor will it be of the leaſt Advantage to us, except you can 


perſuade the Moderns, to dreſs like the Antients; having firſt proved 


their T unics, Togas, Veſts, Laticlaves, &c. to keep them warmer, 
or hide their Nakedneſs better than our own. And as to the Lan- 
guage, I have nothing to ſay, but that many lament with my- 
ſelf the precious Time thrown away, that might have been ſpent 
more advantageouſly to themſelves and others; and the Quires of 
Paper, that have been ſcrawled over to juſtify the Eraſing, ſupport 
the Alteration, or maintain the inſerting of one ſingle Word or 
Letter, which probably does not at all or very little alter the Senſe, 


at the ſame Time perhaps, that there would have been no very great 


Loſs to the World, if the Book ieſelf had not been extant. In ſhort 
this kind of Pedantry is ſo grating to a Perſon, who regards ghe 
Senſe more than the particular Expreſſion of that Senſe, and who 


aims at the Subſtance, and ſcorns to catch ar the Shadow, that one 


would almoſt wiſh with St. Patrick's Dean, that Verbs and Partici- 


ples were lad aſide, ſince our Ideas are _ are about Sub- 
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ſlance. And then only will I give up my preſent Opinios ot 9 
Folly and Inſignificancy of Wrangling upon literary Trifles, when 

I ſhall be convinced of the great Conſequence it is to write our 
Words with Letters of ſuch or ſuch particular Shapes and Sizes. 


Having now examined and found to my Satisfaction, who many of. 
theſe Perſons were, for they were not all Greeks and Romans; Þ. 


perceived others employed in leading them to ſeveral Apartments. 


They ſeemed to be very ſociable, and carried an Air of Pleaſantry in 


their Countenance, for there are Seaſons, in which the moſt Moroſe 


will lay aſide his Frowns and Peeviſhneſs, At that Time I could aſ- 
ſign no Reaſon for this univerſal Joy. 1 joyned with them, and 
addreſſed myſelf to one ot them; and after the uſual Salutations, (for 
theſe Ceremonies, however troubleſome and impertinent, are as ne- 


ceſſary i in Hell as on Ear:h) I told him I was a Stranger in thoſe Re- 


gions, to which, he replied, I was come at a very ſeaſonable Time, 
for the Dead having complained, chat they have been compelled to take 
up their Habitatidns with Perſons in no Reſpect agreeable to their 
Humour and Diſpoſition, were all permitted on that Day by ſpecial 
Licence from Pluto King of Hell, to change their Manſions; and if 1 
were deſirous to hear their Pleading, and ſee what was to be ſeen, that 
he was at my Service to conduct and take care of me. I readily accepted 
his kind Offer, and put myſelf under his Patronage, for I knew he 


could propoſe ro himſelf no Advantage to lead me the wrong Way, 
ſince he muſt look upon me in that Place to be a Perſon who had no 


Ambition or Deſire for the higheſt Honours to be had there, and 


therefore would never think of tripping up his Heels, or like a Snake 


in the Boſom bite my Protector. Let us go, ſays he, into the great 


Court, where Order is given for the parting thoſe, that have a Mind 


to leave their old Comrades and Lodgings for new ones, for by 
continuing for ſome Time with the ſame Perſons, like Man and Wife 
they can never agree, and to imitate them further, conceive the 
greateſt Pleaſure they ſhall enjoy in the Converſation. of any, bur 


whom their Lot has aſſociated them with. We ſhall have an Advan- 
tage and Convenience without fatiguing ourſelves, to ſee how every . 
one will behave to make his Cauſe good. It was now I diſcovered 
the Reaſon for that Pleaſantry, that ſat on every one's Brow : All 


Men are in ſome Meaſure delighted with Novelty ; and as the Paſſi- 


ons, which we ſuffered ourſelves to be overſwaycd by here on 


Earth 


1 


272 = 7 Py . 
7% TT ED ene TOTAL —_— 
i 5 /F ͤͤNF .... PLATE L 
0 dy IVES. . a CIO 28 a n kat W 6 ** * 
5 . z * 0s hit 8 8 25 IRS RIES 4 . nee 
8 * g 5% n GE // I ne Oe ION 
3 


1 \ ow # 
* TR) enn 
— * 4 "ba 5 JE S 5 " 
2 . 8 NN ai ET n r 2 8 
Yr * N 4 -» rr 
ag 1 r 
oy , . 


7 


3 
4h 
AY "x 
©", 8 
, = 

"= 
„ 
2 
Eo 
1 
"10 
5 
1 

” £0 
5 

2: 
$540 
* 
* 

7 
"bg 
1 
"5 


C3) | 
Earth, will, as ſome learned Men hold, have the ſame Effect upon 
us in the next World, ſo Diſcontentment with our Condition had 
been here exhibited as a reigning Paſſion, An unexpected Change of 
Fortune always. produces a Change in Men's Tempers, and if ſuppoſed 


for the better, renders them frequently too happy thro a Tranſport of. 
- Joy, to reflect how miſerable we are at the belt. If Fortune frowns 


upon us, and fruſtrates our Deſigns and Deſires, we are immediately 
depreſſed, ſullen, deſperate, or malicious. If the contrary happens, 
we are then, to ako a familiar Example trom all Upſtarts, forgetful, 
ſupercilious and cruel: And whilſt our ſhort Sightedneſs makes us 


appear to ourſelves to ſtand on the firmeſt Baſis, we are but Chaff 


to the Breath of Fortune, the migbty Miſtreſs ot all earthly Proſpe- 
rity. A Change of our Condition alſo, will make us alter our very 
Opinions, if not in Reality, yet moſt certainly in Profeſſion. Give 
a Man a Place at Court, and from a rant T—y, he is without the 
leaſt Demurr a ſtancb Wh-——gg, and is ſurpriſed he had always 
been ſo blind as not to diſtinguiſh Right from Wrong till then, and 
imputes to Prejudice and Ignorance, what a Penſion ſoon makes him 
clear-fighted enough to perceive in its true Light. Deject him, then 
firſt he'll doubt, and not long after will ſwear his lawful Sovereign 
is an Uſurper; rating his own private Injury at no lefs than a civil 
War, and the Loſs of e of Lives, if Revenge could always | 
be indulged. 
We were now come to the great Hall, where it was my good 
Luck to be placed ſo near the Judge's Chair, that I could diſtinctly hear 
each Parties Difference. I obſerved: (if 1 am not miſtaken) not as 
one would imagine; Kings with Kings, Shepherds with Shepherds, | 
Trades with Trades, &. but Kings with Shepherds, Philoſophers 
with Peaſants, beauriful Perſons. with very deformed aud ugly Ones, 
and old Age with Youth and Childhood. | 
In the firſt Place I perceived Pythagoras was quite weary of his 
Companions, who were a Set of Comedians, and who by their in- 


ceſſant Babbling and mad frantick Geſtures, had diſturbed his ſedate, 


ſubril, (H) numerical Speculations. The Judge that preſided there, 
told him, that he being univerſally eſteemed, and eſteeming himſelf 


' a Man of a ſurpriſing and extraordinary Memory, ſince after fiſteen 


Y Polyd, Virg. Book 1. chap 9. de rer. ind ent. | 
: e hundred. 


5 


hundred Vears, he could remember, that he had been at the Siege of 


Frey, it was thought proper to place him with thoſe, who by their 


Profeſſion ſtood in the greateſt Need of it, and therefore ought to 
be well provided with it. Oh! if that be all the Reaſon, ſays he, why 
you lodge me with theſe Tumblers, you may as well put me in- 
differently with any other of the dead; for there is ſcarcely a de- 
ceaſed Perſon, if you will believe their Epitaphs, that is not of happy 
Memory : Since then theſe are not the only Perſons, whoſe Conver- 
fation ſuits my Temper, I beg of you to reſcue me from the trouble- 
ſome Prating of theſe Kings and Queens, whoſe Reigns laſt but two 
or three Hours. Then the Judge ordered him to another Place, but 
where I do not remember. Ariftctle, Pliny, Elian, and other Na- 
turaliſts having had to do with Beaſts, were coupled with the Moors. 
A Propoſal was made to ſend the Schopl-Maſters to Earth again, to 
aſſociate with the Birds and Beaſts ; with the former, to learn of them 
to pick out what Splinters were left in poor Boys Buttocks; and with 
the latter, as moſt adapted for their Company, for the ing 
Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe of a brutal Fierceneſs, and deſire to draw 
Blood, which runs thro the whole Tribe, Secondly, That being 
obliz'd to give Vent to their Paſſion, they might exerciſe their Tyranny 
over the irrational Part of the Animal Creation. Thirdly, Becauſe 


their Pedantry render'd them unfit for the Society of reaſonable Crea- 


tures; and the Beaſts would not be offended, nor criticiſe in their 
Turn on What they ſay. Fourthly, Becauſe they forfeit all Right 
or Claim to human Reaſon, by their exceſſive Blundering and Igno- 
rance in miſtaking the Tail for the Head; and contrary to the 
inions of the moſt eminent Philoſophers, fancying the Genius to 
lay in the Backſide, to which they often addreſs themſelves very 
emphatically and carneſtly, And Zaftly, Becauie that like Dogs and 
Frenchmen, they love to thruſt their Noſe into N ones Breech 
they can conveniently lay hold of. 
Raymund Lilly, that ſwore he had made (i) Aurum Petabile, was 
ſent to ſome rich Drunkards, that had done the like. Lucan, whom 
Nero the Emperour put to Death, becauſe he was jealous of his Poem 
on the Pharſalian Wars, was lodged with ſome little Children that 
died of the Worms, 'The Pimps Apartment deſervedly fell to W 


(7) Drinkable Gold. 
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Share; for taviog moſt 3 debauched, and blaſted the Raj: 

ration 4 unhappy Dido, who had it not been for him, had been a 
very prudent and faithful virtuous Lady. But his Itch in the Fingers 
muſt make his Pius Aneas firſt debauch his Benefactreſs, who had 
taken a Vow of Celibacy from the Death of her Husband Sicheus, and 
after ſhe had been guilty of Perjury and loſt her Honour, the Hood 
Captain moſt heroically left ber, 

| To think on what was paſt, and ſigh alone. 

Ovid and Aeon, Criminals by chance were put together as Per- 
ſons, whom their own Eyes had rendred miſerable; it would have 
been no very ſurpriſing Matter, if the Eyes of others had rendred them 
ſo, which is now a Days frequently the Caſe. Since Servants are 
often ruined by the watchful Eyes of their Maſters; and Lovers are 
wounded to the Heart by the ſharp piercing Eyes of their Miſtreſſes. 
Theſe two choſe a very obſcure Place for their Habitation, fearing (as 
they affirmed) leaſt they ſhould ſee too much. Orpbeus I ſaw running 
to the Bear · garden, to teach the Bears to dance. Eq and Apuleius 
kept Houſe together, becauſe of the uncommon Conformity of their 
Miracles; for £op, of an Aſs made a Man, by making him ſpeak, but 
Apuleins, of a Man made an Af, by making him bray : I was greatly 
afraid for Eſop, left he ſhould be kickt to Pieces; tor tho many Men 
know the Truth of this Aſſertion, and the Propriety of the Similitude, 
yet few like to be told ſo. Apuleius they let alone, for an Injury is, 
when we are degraded to a Species below us, not when an inferior 


Claſs is exalted to our own eminent Station, if we ſuffer no Detriment 


thereby. Romulus ranked himſelf with the Fowlers, becauſe he 
trained up Birds to fly; not employing his Time in murdering inno- 
cent Birds, the noble Employment of many of our Country Squires; 
but in training up an Eagle that ſhould ſpread his Wings over the 
whole Earth, and be the Terror of Nations. 

They talked of putting Julius Ceſar amongſt the isl, I de- 
ſir'd to know the Reaſon, why ſo great a Prince as Ceſar the perperual 
DiRaror ſhould be thus ſighted ; to which I was anſwered, it was 
no Slight, but he was fand of Gaming, becauſe with one Throw upon 
the Rubicon, he won the Empire of the World, and he had more- 


over ſhewn his great Deſire for it by contending ſo long with Pompey _ | 


about a Ball, However at laſt they thought it more expedient to 
cruſh his s Pride, by ſending him to wy us, who are faid for- 
merly ; 
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merl to have had Spells to run with, and the Maſter of the Ceramo- 
nies gave him leave to make Trial again of his Veni, Vidi, Vici. 

Brutus went to teach the Children not to be afraid of Spirits. 
Caligula was very angry that he fad not a more magnificent Apart- 
ment than Darius, becauſe his Adventures were incomparably more 
glorious; for I, ſaid he, made my Horſe an Emperor, whereas Da- 
rius was made an Emperor by his Horſe. Nero came next, whom 
they joined with a Company of Fidlers to perfect himſelf; they would 
have coupled him with 7 #717 the Man- hater, but they were afraid, 
leſt, if Nature ſhould one Day ſympathiſe with their Wiſhes, and 
make but one Head of all Mankind, there might be a dangerous Dif- 
pute between them, which of the two ſhould cut it off. N 

I faw Numa, ſecond King of Rome, preſenting a Petition that he 
might be permitted to dwell with a certain Hydromancer, who had 
formerly done Miracles by Water, as being as famous as this other, hav- 
ing made the Fountain Egeria ſpeak; and rendred it clear-fighted in 
State Affairs, that, whereas another Engineer would have guided 
that, he ſuffered himſelf to be guided by it. (0 Nebuchednezzar was 
given to a Mountebank, who promiſed to himſelf great Gain by 
ſhewing him about, becauſe ſuch a Monſter as this, partly Man 
and partly Beaſt, had not yet been ſeen any where, except at a Maſ- 
querade. (J) Patroclus took it amiſs to find himſelf coupled with 
the Curers of incurable Diſeaſes, but he was ſoon ſatisfied with the 
Reaſon they gave him, that it was, becauſe he like them, had couſen- 
ed Death. (i) Faſon was not a little out of Countenance, to ſee 


' himſelf ſurrounded with a great Number of Spaniſh Cqurtiers, and 


other open-mouth'd Europeans; he could not conceive, what this 
ſhould mean, till he was told, that all theſe were young Knights, 
whoſe Adventures (like his on) were undertaken for no other End 
but ro obtain the Golden Fleece. 

; Conſider a little, I pray, what it is to apply oneſelf t too much to 
the reading Things fabulous. Nothing have I ever read in the Fa- 
bles of the Heathen, that did not appear confuſedly again to my Ima- 
gination. I thought I. ſaw Jupiter ranked even with the Fools, for 
that Momus had told him, he had been trepanned; Jupiter, olraded 
at this, asked, what the Fool meant by trepanning ? That, anſwered 


Daniel, chap. 4. v. 33. (D Homer Il. (m) Fal. Flace. 
Momus, 


ASE 

Mons, when Vulcan clove. your Majeſty's Brain to make 3 you bring 
horth Minerua. Old Saturn, who was never reckoned the Wiſeſt 
of the Gods, received without the leaſt Helitation a Troop of Mows 
ers, becauſe of the Conformity of the Scepter. Phœbas was ordeted 
to follow a Company of experienced Archers and Qubiters, with 
Orders not to leave them, till he had learnt never more to take 
bu (ﬆ) Friend's Head for a Matk. I heard (6) Sh hut very ar- 
dently begging fome Stone · Cutters to place the Stone in ſuch 4 
Manner that it ſhould not roll down again; whether they were ſo 
civil I cannot tell, berauſe my Curioſity made me turn my Eyes up- 
on Thetis, who was in violent Ferment about the Choice of an Aſſo- 
Bate. They put her at laſt with a certain Hypotondriac, ho fancy- 
ing himſelf to be made of Brick, would by no Means be perſuaded 
to drink for fear of ſpoiling himſelf ; ſo () © betis ſarmerly, fearing 
ſome ſuch Thing, was afraid to die her Son Achilles's Heel i into 8 
Sea, to make him wholly invulnerable. 

- Tt was propoſed, that ) Jo, whom Jupiter had turned into a 
Cow, ſhould be lodged with C) Poppea, Nevo's Wife, for Reaſons I 
cannot call to Mind. This Princeſs was very well contented, provided 
the other wonld take care, how ſhe kick d with her vulgar Feet; for 
me was much more afraid of the Dirt upon them, than of the Blow 

they would give. Such was the Pride of the Woman! () Dada» 
tus the famous Artificer of Aubens, made ho Reſiſtance, when he 
was degraded to take up his Abode with Serjeants; Clerks, Attotnies, 
and other Gentlemen of the Horn; becauſe a certain Man; whoſe 

Wife had contributed to make him a compleat Horn-man, whiſpered 
Bim in the Ear, and gave him to underſtand, that Quills had been 
the tuflruments of their Miſchief as well as his. (f) Dalilab, m 
for's Miſtteſs was ſent to the Bald-pates, for Fear if ſhe had been 
put amòngſt ary others; ſhe ſhould have ſerved them as ſhe did 
Sampſon, which would not have been very agreeable to many of 
thoſe nice Gentlemen; who imagine the Ornaments about their 

Heads, to be the diſtinguiſhing Matk of the Senſe within them, 
which . believe is a very ſhrewd Conjecture of = nor are the 

. Met. 10. C) Heſicd. 4 (p) Ovid. 

12 = 0 Ovia 2 1. A. bk Nets h] phe 


ere (hd ih Gal Y Ovid. Met. 8. (t) Judt. 16. 13. 
rr! y 


5 
Ladies leſs curious and fanciful in Regard to the Excrements of their 
Heads, than the powdered Half- male Coxcombs, whoſe con: inual 
Study and conſtant Employment is at the Looking-Glaſs: And as 
Envy is ſcarce ever alleep in a Female Heart; I am apt to imagine 
that this did not a little encreaſe Dahlah's Refabarion to deprive 
her Sampſon of his envied Locks. (i) Portia, the Wife of Brutus, 
was placed with thoſe, that had the Green Sickneſs, the Judges of 


Hell ſuſpecting her to have had it ſince ſne ſwallowed Live Coals.. 


() Forafte and (x) Semiramis kept Houſe together, becauſe they 


had each of them been Mothers and Wives to their Sons. I ſaw 


every Body very buſy to attend upon (y) Artemiſia, the chaſte 
Wife of Mauſolus, King of Caria; ſome were for having her join 
her Husband again, becauſe of their ſo much extolled Love; others 
would carry her to the Hoſpital of big-bellied Women; but ſhe 


| ſoon quelled their Clamours, by going of her own Accord, and 


mixing with ſome young Women ſhe ſound there, upon Condition, 
the Aſhes of their Sweet-hearts ſhould be at her Diſpoſal, I obſerv- 
ed others lamenting, that they had ſeen ſo few chaſt Widows, ſince 


Artemiſia had left this World. () Theſexs delired to be lodged with 


the Weavers, reſolving to inſtruct them how to guide the Thread. 
(a) Perſeus, Andromeda's Preſerver, was very well pleaſed to take 


up his Reſidence with all the Inſtitutors of Orders indiſcriminately,. 


becauſe they, like him, have every one of them defended the Women, 
Nero, whom the Judges did not know how to diſpoſe of, for he was 
not contented with his Station amongſt the Fidlers, choſe for himſelf 
at laſt the Apartment of Z,ftrato, the renowned Madman, that fired 
the (b) Temple of Diana at Epheſus ; for I am one, ſaid the Empe- 
rour, ſtrutting up and down, that am as well pleaſed as he, to warm 
myſelf at a good Fire. Juvenal, Perſius, Horace, Martial, and the 
whole Tribe of Epigrammatifts and Satyrs, were ſent to the Manage 


with the Academic Riders, becauſe they all have the Reputation of 


excellent Prickers; they very judicioully alſo ſeat with theſe, a great 
many Pin- water, Cutlers and others, whoſe Work is good for no- 
thing, unleſß it be very ſharp. (c) The Duke of Clarence, who Ve- 


(«) Dixit, et ardentes auido bibit ore favillas, Martial. (a) Ha- 
tins. 2. Thebaid. (x) Juſtin. lib. 1. (7) Gellius. lib. 20. Suid. 


Vitruv. lib 2. (2) Plut. de Vit. Theſ. (a) Propertius 15. 2. Hugin 


dle ſig. celeſt. lib. 2. ( Plin. lib. 3. c. 28. (e) George Duke of C 
2 Nw to Edward IV. drown'd A. D. 1421. 
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luntarily drowned himſelf in a Barrel of Malmſey, went lookipg about 
for Diogenes, in Hopes to get a Room in his Tub; but he, being 
out of the Way at that Time, and they perceiving that the great 
Socrates was all this while without a Comrade, called to his Grace, 
here's your Buſineſs, we have found you out a ſuitable Mate, for both 
you and this Philoſopher died by drinking. Ah! thought I ro myſelf 
how is Socrates baulked of his Hopes, when he told his Athenian Judges, 

that he was very willing to die, if be could meet with Orpheus, Muſteus, 


Heſiod and Homer. However Socrates made 2 very low Bow to his 


infernal Judges, and pointing, ſnewed them Feraclitus the weeping 


Philoſopher ; Order was given to the Writers of Romances, to take 


him along with them: He is a Perſon, (faid the Harbinger that 


matched them) from whom you'll receive a great deal of Satisf tion. 


His Heart i is made of Fleſh, nor can you tell him your Adventures 
(which to abſtain from a you is a Thing impoſſiblo) without 
drawing down from his Eyes a Deluge of Tears; for he is in no Re- 


ſpect leſs addicted to weeping than SES a 3 Which really it js 


almoſt incanſi tent with a reaſonable Man not to do, when he is 


| before his Eyes the preſent unhappy Stare of the World, which is in 
too deſperate a Caſe for Democritus to laugh at. Euridice took Achilles 


by the Hand, come (ſays ſhe). we'll go rogether, they cannot match 


us better, Ties both of us have our Souls in our Heels. I faw Curtius 


the generous Raman, that caſt himſelf i into the Gulph to fave Rome, 
placed with a naſty beaſtly Fellow, that had loſt his Life in the Pro- 
tection of a debauched impudent Strumpet; this raiſed my Indigna- 
tion and Concern to ſee Glory and Infamy thus united, but I was told 
that both of them died for the Republic, or at leaſt for the Sake of an 


abandoned (d) Woman. 'Aﬀerwards they made [cars and (e) 


Prometheus Companions, both of them having been addicted to ſteal. 

(f) Echo was lodged wich our modern Authors, who, like her, ſay 
only what others have faid before. The Triumviri of Rome, Autom, 
Auguftus, and Lepidus, were ordered to ſit down by Minos, Eacus and 
Radamanthus the Triumviri of Hell becauſe thoſe as well as theſe had 


been Judges of Death. 
(d) Rome, the Mitteſs of the World, Queen of Nations and 


M other of Tiles. 


(e) —— Audax Japeti genus, 1 „ 
Ignem fraude e intulit. Hur. Carm. I. 1. 
() Keadere de multis ut verba noviſſima poſſet. Ov. Met.. 
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(* 
| They were going to put Namel, who pretendecd to have found thi 
den, with thoſe, who had died of that Diſeaſe; but he was much 


incenſed at this Affront, and cried out with the Arrogance'of a con- 


ceited Philoſopher, that his was the Philoſophers Stone; that there was 
2 very great Difference between the Virrues of theſe two Stones; for 
they (Gays he) are not tormented with theirs ill after it is wulle, 
whereas we on the other Hand are moſt troubled with ours in thy 
making it; beſides we axe fever cut for outs. As ſoon a5 his Werravidl 
Tongue had done cabling, they ſent him to look out far bra, 
becauſe ſome have bragged that they have fixed the Sun as well as 
Joſhua. Multitudes of Chymilts flocked round that concejted Philo- 
ſopher with the moſt profound Reſpect, and received as Oracles the 
Pollies he diſperſed; in which, theſe wife People thought, the Miſtery 
of the great Work lie hid. They were diyided into two Companies, 
"the one half was put with the Smiths and GlaG-blowers as Men of the 
Pornace, and the other half with che numefous Body of thoſe, 
whoſe Intereſt it is to kindle and blow up Fires in the Courts of 
Princes, that themſelves may pilfer the deſerted Places of what the 
Flames have ſpared. (g) Hecube was coupled with Cerberus, to 
augment the Number of infernal Porters; Cerberus barkt at the Offi- 
cers for this Affront; but they ſatisfied her, by telling her, that Hecubs 
"was a three headed "Monſter as well as the other, ſince ſhe had one 
Head as a Bitch, and another which was tuo as a Woman, and one 


nxnd two made three, I remember ſaw ſome by chemidives, amongſt 


whom was (b) Midas, King of Phyrgia, for he was the only Man, 
that ever complained he was too rich, and thus proved Martial a 


Luar for ſaying Fortuna nimis multis dat, ſatis nulli. Fortune, gives 


much to many, but enough to none. 0 Phocion was likewiſe 
apart by himſelf, ſince he alone of all Men ever gave Money to die. 
As alſo was (4) Pigmalion, with very good Reaſon, becauſe never any 
one but himſelf had the Happineſz to marry a dumb Woman. Alter 
wis Diſtribution of Places, by which every one had bis proper Habi- 
tation aſſi igned him, the Repreſentations of my Dream grew lef 
diſtin, and I could only obſerve the general Figure of Things. I 
faw a whole Gang of Thieves join Company with the Fowlers, be- 


(g) Ovid. 14 kb. 13. @) Ov. Met. 11. ) Plat. vit. Phoc. 


N 


Kauſe 


— 


AK 3 


cauſe they ove lying, aud und erſtand che Art of Bing Snares, Our 
givtherous Writets of Romundes, with £Bſadayins the Cod of Phylic, 
þecauſe in a Moment they work miraculous Cares, The Hangmen'and 
other Excciitioners with the Phyfi icians, becauſe they can all of them 


kill or cure, and receive Gratuities for killing.- To theſe Gentlemen uf 


the Faculty they ſent alſo a Company of Fencers, becauſe they could 
genteely ſend a Man to his Grave, and then fay i it was a Miſtake, 

A Mountebank that fold. his Medicines encreaſed the Crowd by 
the Throng of Fools he had gathered together, many adviſed with 
him, and among'the-Reſt,.I-faw Orpbeus's Wife, deſiring 2 Cataplaſm 
for the Itch of the Eyes. There was Priam, who came for an Un- 
| guehit for a Burn; but the kind Doctor had not enough, for the 
whole City of the poor Prince was burnt: And to aggravate the 
Misfortune, all his Evils were occaſioned by a perfidious Woman, 
| whoſe Example the Ladies of after Generations have taken Care to 


follow, to keep up the Characteriſtic of the Sex, and look upon all 


the Miſchief, they can make, as ſomething extremely entertaining, 
and what together with their beloved Slander will afford ſufficient 
Converſation and Laughter for the Tea-Table, the great Blaſter of 
good Reputation. J obſerved there Abundance of Lawyers ſent to the 
Oculiſts, to have their Eyes bruſh'd, that they might ſee clearly into 
ſome Matters of too great Conſequence to be overlook'd, which yet 
appeared very trifling and impertinent to them, as it does to many 
Stateſmen, through Ignorenee or Partiality. Lawyers, Senators, 
and Vice-gerents of all Denominations, were put with the Architects, 


as Perſons, who in all er ſhould know how to make 
a proper Uſe of Rule and Compals. - 


It was impoſſible to get the 8 from the Furies, they were 


fo afraid they ſhould want Torches. Agrippina, the Mother of Nero 


the Emperour conjured him to revenge her Quarrel with Seneca, who 
had feloniouſly given out that ſhe had had four Children ſince her 
Marriage, ſhe appeared quite furious, and almoſt out of her Senſes : 
But Nero paciftdd her with: thefe Words, Madam, we muſt believe 
but half what - Slunderer declares, The Fates were very well con- 
tented to take up Eodgiags with ſome poor Country Women, that 
ſupport their Husbands and Families with the Diſtaff; as ſoon as they 
were told that theſe Women, as well as themſelves, had ſpun Men's 
Lives, Then came the Thraſhers, and becauſe they wanted Flails 


— 


(14) 5 
and Scourgey; they gere them () Attals to ſupply their Sead 
Impudent and immodeſt People were ſent to the Keepers of Lions, 
chat they might learn of them never to bluſh. 1 ſhould have ſeen a 
. more, if the Clock's ſtriking en een. 
reminded me, e nll eee 


DAR STR, 3 
Your affeffimate Friend, | 
aut lands feranr; - 
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Aﬀerted and maintained at the 
CounciL-BoarD of Far shoop, 
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The Whole TRUTH, and Nothing 
but the TRUTH, afferted and 
maintained at the Council-Board 


of FALSHOOD. 
ahh 444 1576767817507 


1 T has been a Matter of frequent Obſervation and Enquiry, 
why People are much-more ready to open their Ears to the 
ſcandalous Whiſpers of Falſhood, than to the amiable A ffir- 
mations of Truth. The Reaſon for this | leave to the judicious Part 
of Mankind, ſome of whom imagine it proceeds from Malice and 
Envy, ſince we find the Malicious and Envious the moſt inclined 
to Lying, as the ſureſt Way to defame their Neighbour s Character 
and ſow Diviſions amongſt Friends. Others refer it to Pride, as the 
Means to excite a grand Idea of themſelves in the Opinions of other 
Men their ſuppoſed Interiors; others reckon it to be II- nature with⸗ 
out any other Motive connected with it; but in my humble Conceit, 
11 imagine it to be the Gift of the Serpent to our too greedy Mother 
Eve, who bequeathed it as a Legacy to her unhappy Poſterity; and 
that the ſame Pleaſure that induced her to ſhut her Eyes upon Truth, 
inheres in her Deſcendants to entertain Falſhood, ſo that the only 
Reaſon, that can now be aſſigned for this ſtrange Affection is the 


Pleaſure of deceiving and being deceived. 
A | But 


T7 
— 


5 


But as my Deſi ign is to ſearch aſter Truth, and not to amuſe my 
Readers with Opinions; which are more frequently Fanciful than 
Sohd, I am obliged to paſs by a Narration of Falſhood's Entrance 
into the World; ſince Length of Time, and the Intricacy of the 
whole Affair, en us from obtaining a true Account of the Fact. 
But however it was, it is an undeniable Truth, in Spight of all the 
Arguments made uſe of by many Men, more 1 for their So- 
phiſtry and Scholaſtic Diſputations, than for ſound Judgment, who 
would perſuade us that there is no ſuch Thing as Deceit in the World, 
in Spight of their Arguments I ſay, it is too groſs an Error, to deny 
the Exiſtance of Falſhod. Let it now therefore ſuffice for us, that 
ſhe is actually Predominant in the World, and has uſurped ſo much 
Power, that the greateſt Part of Mankind are become Wan and 


| wait her Pleaſure. 


As her greateſt Enemy and Antagoniſt is Truth, Falſhood fre- 
quently viſits in Perſon all Parts of her Empire, where ſhe fears her 


 Advettary has ſet her Foot, to take care leaſt the Hearts of any of her 


Subjects ſhould be ſtolen from her, and to attach ſuch more nearly 


to her Intereſt, whom ſhe thinks to be faltering at all, by iſſuing 


out Decrees for her Creatures to ſpit their Venom on ſuch indifferent 


Subjects. 


Since ſhe cannot carry her whole Train with 15 wherever ſne 
goes, when her Intent is to reſide for ſome Time at any Place, ſhe 
invites all ſuch as are well affected to her, that is, well verſed in 
the Art of Lying, to attend her Levy, and be her Miniſters or 
Agents for the Time being. The Employment of theſe Paraſites is 
either to bring to Court, and regiſter all the Lyes they hear from 
any Citizens, or to invent, confirm, and ſpread about all that they 
imagine will make the young People merry, and the old Men and 
Women turn up the Whites of their Eyes. It was my Fortune not 
long ago to paſs by the very Place, where Falſnood at that Time 
kept her Reſidence, I ſaw ſo many People coming out and going 
in, that I thought it was impoſſible for ſo ſmall a Place as that ap- 
peared to me to be, to contain ſo great a Number of Perſons, till I 
was told that Falſhood can diminiſh as well as magnify, | 

Curioſity and an innate Deſire of Knowledge, induced me to go 
into this Place, for I thought, I might perhaps learn ſomething, even 
in this Receptacle for Tittle-Tattle. No ſooner had I entred, but 


my 


Ga) 


my Ears were ſtunned with the confuſed Clamours of Men and Wo- 
men, bawling and gabbling with all the Might and Malice they were 
able. But with Attention I diſcovered, that whatever any one ſaid, 
was always to his Neighbour's Prejudice, But I was more aſtoniſhed. 
to ſee ten Women to one Man: How is this ſaid 1? I thought Men 
were always the ſole Poſſeſſors of Places and Court Offices; Ves indeed, 
ſays one that overheard me, it is ſo in moſt Places; but here, tis 
the Women that make the Poiſon circulate. Do but obſerve thoſe 


good old Ladies there, with what Accuracy, Art and Zeal, they dreſs 
up an Untruth, they are the beſt Miniſters her Majeſty has; "what= 


ever is to come to Light, muſt fir ſt fall under their en and 
Probation. 


In this Court, Lying is ſo Sk acid; and improved, that no 
Perſon can be reckoned a Man of the World, otherwiſe a Gentleman, 
that has not been at this e and carried away his Share of its 
Politeneſs. 1 

Having ſpent ſome Time in ſurveying cher Multitude, who-were 
chattering over their Affidavits, till they ſhould be called up, I pro- 
ceeded to the Couxcil-BoaARp, at the upper End of which, I ſaw 
Dame Fals H OO, arrayed in her gorgeous Apparel; and round 
about the Bo ARD were all her Miniſters, ſuch as, Newſmongers, Buſy- 
5 Bodies, Impertinents, Slanderers, Goſſips, Poets and Flatterers, Sc. 

Ar my firſt Entrance into Court, I thought that the only Bulinef 
tranſacted here was Calumny; but I was ſoon ſenſible, haw often 
we miſtake the true Qualities of Things and Perſons, by too partial a 
Scrutiny : For here, a blaſted Reputation was frequently preſerved, 
Characters ſet forth in their beſt Light; and 12785 ne made 
the Inveſt igators of Trutn. 

As I always was a great Admirer of Truth, no Place amb ben more 
agreeable to me than this, for I reaſoned thus with myſelf, It is im- 
poſſible that any Truth ſhould be ſpoken in a Place where Fullhood 


commands; whatever therefore, I hear ſpoken. in this Court, muſt be 
a Lye, even though it tends to a Man's Honour; and thus do I col- 


le& from the Rule e contrario, where the Truth is to be found ; by 
which Means the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing * the 
Truth, may be truly demonſtrated from the Counc1r-EFoarD of 
Faſhood. Her Majeſty, obſerv ing her Subjects too eager in calumni- 
ating their Fellows, and being in a better Humour than ordinary, com- 


A 2 manded, 
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manded, that on that Day, no Reflections ſhould be made, but what.. 
were charitable, and would promote their, Neighbours Good. This 
Decree ſcarce any ſnew d the leaſt Willingneſs to comply with, ſo 
averſe to Charity and Good- nature are Perſons unhappily addicted to 
this Vice of Scandalizing. Such as were otherwiſe inclined gave in 
their reſpective Sentiments to the Secretary, who noted them down 
in his Book. Then Proclamation was made to the prints 
Purpoſe. 

O Yes, O Yes, O x our maſt 3 high, a od alghes Dow: 
Falſhood, obſerving with ſome Indignation, how much (inclined the 
Inhabitants of this Town are to Slander and Detraction, further tbag 
is requilite to be a very good Subject to our moſt puilant LAapx, hav- 
ing a miſtaken Notion of the Truth of a Lye, imagining that nothing 
can be a true Lye, but hat has a Mixture of II- nature in it, and the 
ſaid Inhabitants of the faid Town, not confi idering, that a Lye may 
ſometimes be of Service to their Fellow Subjects, ſince they too fre- 
quently make it of Service to themſelves, by ſpeaking better of them- 


Ez: ſelves, than they are well aſſured they deſerve. And the faid Inhabi- 


rants of the ſaid Town, notwithſtanding like true and loyal Subjects, 


they will moſt willingly thump cut a black Lye, that they may with 


greater Eaſe fill their own Coffers, by the Failure of another's Credit 
and Reputation, and conceive and maintain that a white Lye cannot 
be uttered on any Account, even for Mirth or any one's Advantage but 
their own; it is our Sovereign's Good-will and Pleaſure, in Deteſta- 
tion and utter Abhorrance of this undutiful, diſloyal, and true Beha- 


viour, that the Lies of all ſuch faithful and obedient Subjects, that have 


agreeably to her Commands and Deſire, giyen in their Menſonges hono- 
rables ſhould be read in the Public Court, to the Honour of our Lady, 
the Praiſe of the Inyentors, the Mirth of the Populace, and the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a good Credit to the Parties concerned. And be it niore- 


over further enacted, that if any perſon or perſons, he, ſhe, or they, | 


within this Court, do laugh, ſmile, or ſhew any Signs, Marks or 


Tokens of Contempt or Approbation, as if the Matter were ſuſpected 
to be true, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall for the firſt Offence be 


branded on the Tongue or Tongues, with the moſt infamous Stamp 


of Veracity ; ; and ſhall for the ſecond Offence, be baniſhed to the 
1 of Truth, unleſs they can Por five falſe 8 81 as re- 


. 


" Impudence 


Impudence in maintaining their Lyes, to give Security for their gad 
Conduct for the future. Such is the Will and Command of our moſt 
puiſant Dams. In her Highneſg's Name, therefore, during the Time 

that her well approved, highly beloved, lying Secretary in Chief, reads # 
the particular Lyes, that are to be the Subject for this Day's Council, 

K command Silence on Pain of ene „ 4 


55 __ . 4 the Menſonges honorables regiſtered by Cotes 
on this gth Day of April, in the Ter- our good Lady's Entrance | 
into the World, 5759. 7 | 


KNOW" a Painter that never lutte. 
I have ſeen a Je- eat Bacon. | 

1 know an Apothecary 175 ſcorns to imbrue his Hands in | buman 
_ Blood. 

I have known a Phyſician refuſe a Fee. 

I have known an Innkeeper {ſell good Wine in an honeſt Bottle; 

I have known an old Maiden Lady, that ſpeaks well of 1 1 Body, 
and abhors to hear Scandal. | 

F know one that ſpeaks the Truth, when ſhe means to > tel a Lye. 

1 haveknown a Phyſician recommend a Brother of the Faculty. 

I have heard a ;Phyfici cian confeſs his er when __ 1 
but himſelf knew it long before. 

T have heard a Tory ſpeak well of the Government. 

FN have found a Friend in Adverſity. 
I have known à Beau wear his Cloaths for the End 9 were de- 

ſi ſigned for, by the Rus of Decencys and che Conſtitution of bu 

man Nature: 1 

1 have ſeen a Country J—ſi—ce look as big 55 unipottant e 2 — 
Sprat in the Ocean. 3 

I have heard a Tory drink the king 5 Health. 

I have heard'a Whigz cry out Yivat Jacobus III. 
I have ſeen an Bgliſbman preferred to a Forejgner * © 
1 know 4 Man that knows himſelf. 
"TY know a Lawyer, that acts upon Frineiple. 25 


| Such as bade a'Stay * after them, ave Lies very 8 ol of, 
not alevays holding good, but could not be "TIO without giving Offence 
to the Inventors. © 


: 
"# 


. I know 


how to ſpend it before he has it, His ſecond Brother, David, who 


(8) 

Iknow an honeſt Man that turned Bankrupt for a large Sum of 
Money. b 

I have ſeen a Lo Magiſtrate of thus Town. 
I know a Woman that hates to be looked at. 

I have found à Man that will facrifice | tus own private Happinefs 
to the Good of his Country. : 

TI know an Apothecary of a delicate ral, char is, will turn ava 
his Head from a Cloſe- ſtool. 

I have ſeen a Publican attend the Divine Service. 

T have ſcen the Inſide of a Miſer's Cheſt, 5 | 

T have heard a School-boy commend the Virtues of the Birch-te 

T have ſcen a modeſt Pleader at the Bar. 

I have known an hungry: Taylor refuſe Cabbage. 

I have heard the Truth ſpoken at the Tea-table. 

I have known a Critic, that underſtood what he . 

T have ſeen a Wiſc Man play the Fool. | 

It would have afforded me very great Pleaſure ifI had 17 more 
than I did, but the Aſſembly broke up, and every one retired: When 
T was come home, I reflected on What I had ſeen and heard; and 
thought the Publication of it might not be unacceptable, to Perſons ſtu- 
dious of Novelty and Truth. 

I cannot help informing the Public, that my good Friend Dick 
Simpleton, has ſome Thoughts of entertaining the World in a ſhort 
Time, with ſome Lucubrations, which are intended both to amuſe, 
aud inſtruct the Readers. I can ſafely affirm, that there is nothing 
profanc or obſcene, in his whole Performance. It may not perhaps, 


be quite diſagreeable, if I give ſome Account of him, as I think my- 


ſelt obliged to further his Intereſt, 
Mr, Richard Simpleton, is the fifth Son of ds Simpleton, Eſq; 
of Leaden-head Hall in Glamorganſvire, in the Principality of Wales. 


A very antient Family, being one of the firſt on the Eſcurial Lift, 


But what affords them a juſt Claim to Pre-eminence above all others 
is, that one of their Anceſtors, no Matter which, married the Fifth 
Coulin of one of the Emperors of Rome, but the genealogical Table 
being unfortunately worm · eaten in that important Part of it, deprives 
them of the Happineſs ot acknowledging their Relation. His eldeſt 
Brother Frank, is the Heir to the Eſtate, and therefore is ſtudying 


1s 


E 
is now twenty-eight Years of Age, has almoſt ſerved his Apprentice: 
ſhip in Town, and is to be Lord-Mayor of London when he is old 
enough. The third Brother Ned, at the Age of twenty-ſix, has been 
learning French theſe ſix Years, and when he underſtands any Thing 
of it, is to have a very great Place, I cannot learn what, in the King 
of France's Court. The Fourth, William, aged twenty-four, is 
juſt gone to the Univerſity at Dublin: He has the Promiſe of a very 
good Biſhoprick. And honeſt Dick, who is now twenty-two Years 
old, (a backward Family) ſharing the Fate of younger Children, is 
turned out to get his Fortune, where he can. As I have the Honour 
to be acquainted with him, I am beſt qualified to give his true Cha- 
racter. 
He isa young "oa too honeſt ever to proſper i in the World. Be- 

ing a Gentleman by Birth, he cannot ſtoop to any Thing that is 
mean, but his Poverty will not permit him to act up to his Rank. 
He is wholly free from any vicious Qualities or Principles, and there- 
fore abhors Lying, F lattery, Scandal, Cringiog, Deceit, Immodeſty, 
Drinking, Gaming, and many other Vices, as odious as they are per- 
nicious. He has indeed, a few Oddities, which frequently make him 
appear ridiculous; but the Cauſe of them is his Abſence and profound 
Meditations, in Sek he often runs his Head againſt a Poſt, that his 
Noſe is by this Time as flat as Half a Crown, He will go to Bed ar 
Noon, and rife at Midnight to bath himſelf in a Brewing-Tub, I 
a Man asks him, which is the Way to ſuch a Place? he will pull off 
his Shoes' and ſay, Is very dirty Wea tber, or ſome ſuch Trifle. 
When he intends to ge to Church, he miſtakes his Way, and goes to 
a Barber's Shop. He forgets frequently to eat his Meals, and when 
he does remember it, cuts or bites his Fingers half a Score Times at 
a Meal, and then by Miſtake, he ſucks his Thumb, and cries out, O 
my Head. He pours his Liquor into his Lap, inſtead of down 2 
Throat. When he would blow his Noſe, he ſpits in his Wig : 
When he reads by Candle-light, he is ſure to burn his Fingers: He 
never yet could go through his Alphabet without a Blu nder; but he 
is a good Arithmetitian by Mechaniſm, and except a few Miſtakes, 
can ſolve any Problem you propoſe to him. He is as ſtiff as a Quaker, 
when he meets one, to whom he owes Obeiſance; but will pull off 
his Hat and Wig, and ſtoops, till he beſmcars his Noſe in the Dirt, 
when he meets a Hog or a Chicken, He wears Stockings on his 
h . | Hands 


— 


by the Legs, tearing off the Skin with his Teeth, and then pulling it 


tw). 

Hands inſtead bf Gloves. When he ſpeaks with any one, ke tuns 
his Back to him, and never anſwers to the Purpoſe, He often tells 
me, he wants to be married, and begs I would go a Courting for 

him. When he would ſhew his Loyalty to his Prince, he eats a Piece 
of Cheſhire Cheeſe, and cries out, Here's My. George's Health, be 

is a ſeeet Man, I wiſh he may proſper in his Hunganoverian Domi- 
wities, but I won't fight for him, nor be a Soldier, no, not even a Dra- 
goon, unleſs he makes me an Admital. He is very fond of Pork, and 
rails againſt Feevjſh Nunneries. He calls the Pope a vile Whore, and 
Queen Elizabeth the goodeft of Kings, that ever 4vas in the World. 
He wiſhes to be a Conſtable or Watchman of the Pariſh, and, be 
would do, ah ! that he would do ſomething. He is a very great Pat, 
and favoured me, as being an intimate Friend, with ſome Verſes of 
his own making, which he compoſed in the Twinkling of a Week; 


with his Permiſſion, I will inſert them. 


© Ofall the Poets that ever lived, I Dick Simpleton ſure the 11 0 one, 
Of Mr. Francis Simpleton, Eſquire, I am the fifth Son, 5 
© Who at Leadenbead- Hall in E lanaſhire, a might Man doth d well, 
* And this I do now declare, that People may know me full well. | 
He has been ill this two Days, having loſt his Dictionary of Rhymes, 
and Book of Phraſes; he talks a great deal about Matters of Learning, 
and the Grand Senior s Potatoe Garden; he is an excellent Philoſo- 


pher, and has demonſtrated Mr. Iſaac 8 the great Man there, 


to know not hing of the Matter, becauſe he knew nothing of the Matter. 
I was laſt Week with him at a Gentleman's Houſe to dine there; 
when we came in, he firſt bowed to the Footman, then ran to ſalute 
the Cook Maid, whom he ſaw in the Kitchen Garden gathering 
Parſley, after that he runs into the Parlour with a Cat under his Arm, 
ſits down by the Fire without ſpeaking to any one, and in about ive 
Minvtes Time asked the Maſter of the Houſe, if he did not think bis 
Brot her David «would be Lord- Mayor of London Town: When we are 
at Table he takes out a dirty ſnorty Handkerchief, with twenty Holes 
in it, this he tucks in his Collar, to ſave his Cloaths, which he brought 
from Leadenhead Hall about ſix Years ago, and has worn them ever 
ſince; (he will never part from thers, becauſe in his Grand-father's 
Time, there was ſome Lace upon them, as he reports.) He was de- 
fired to cut up a Chicken, which he did, by taking it out of tle Diſh 


to 


„ 

to Pieces with his red Mutton Hands, that he had not waſhed for three 
Weeks. He ſat between two very nice ſqueamiſh Gentlemen, and 
whenever he attempted to ſpeak, he either ſpit on their Faces or into 
their Plates, There was a very fine Pyramid of Syllabubs, Jams, 
and Sweetmeats, which my Friend was ſo unlucky as to knock down, 
as he was taking a Compaſs with his Arm, in drinking a Perſon's | 
Health: but this was readily excuſed, ſince it was attributed to his 
Defect of Sight, having loſt an Eye, which ſome Dirt put out, as he 
was digging a Grave in a Church - yard to bury a Louſe. He never 
waſhes his Face, but ſcrapes the Dirt off with a Trowel or Knife. 
He is a great Virtuoſo, and therefore preſerves the Wax of his Ears, 
Corns, Nails, and other Excrements, as Reliques of his own Per- 
ſon. He delights in Inſects, and has in his Room a thouſand dif- 

ferent Spiders, Beetles, Lice and Flies. He underſtands the Wea- 
ther very well, and can tell, after Half an Hour's Contemplation at 
the Window, whether it ſnows or rains, or is fair or foul Weather. 

Thus J have given you a few of my Friend's Oddities; not thro' 
any Il-narure, but to juſtify his Behaviour to the World, by de- 
claring the Cauſe of theſe, to be his profound Meditation and cloſe 
Application to Study ; by which, like many Students, he has in- 
jured his Health, hurt his Eye, waſted, inſtead of gained, Time, 
and frequently makes himſelf more ſtupid, when he riſes from his 
Studies, (unleſs, as is often the Caſe, he falls aſleep with his Book : 
before him) than when he firſt went into his Duncery. But not- 
v ithſtanding all this, he certainly is a Genius, for no one ever denied 
it. Dick is determined to publiſh, I know I cannot diſſuade him 
from it, for he has ſomething of the Obſtinate in him. But I will 
try as much as lies in my Power, to work upon him to publiſh an- 
other Treatiſe, that he has by him, (written by Foe J/himſey) rather 
than any Performance of his own Compoſing ; for I am very ſure, 
nis Cap will fit no Head but his own. 


( 12 d] | 
But if any Book ſhould be publiſhed, whether by Dick Simpleton, 
Joe Whimfey, or myſelf, for the Name ſhall be put to it; whoever, 
will favour the Undertaking, after Notice is given, will greatly ob-* 
lige their 17 5 
Meft obedient, 
and humile Servant, 


JONATHAN FRIENDLY. 
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